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within the purview of the U.N. Charter clauses dealing
with Trusteeship Territories. The listing of such territories
had to be a unilateral action of the reporting power. This
principle has been determined by the Special Committee
of the Fourth Committee of the General Assembly, which
was created by Resolution 146 (II) of November 3, 1947
to examine the information transmitted by the colonizing
powers under Article 73(e) of the Charter.
During meetings of this Committee in September, 1948,
held in Paris, a case similar to Panama's claims anent the
Canal Zone arose. The Soviet representative attempted
to persuade the committee not to consider information
relating to Indonesia which had been presented by The
Netherlands. It was stated on behalf of the Secretariat
that the Secretary-General had no option but to summarize
and analyze any information transmitted by the colonial
powers. The Committee then decided by 8 votes for,
1 against, and 4 abstentions that the Soviet proposal was
"beyond the competence of the Committee/'36 The Panama
Canal Zone seems to be an analogous case, for the action
of the Committee implies that determination of regions
to be reported under Article 73(e) lies exclusively with
the reporting power in the light of its constitutional rela-
tionships with the territories for whose administration it
is responsible. Under the circumstances, therefore, the
Panamanian protest amounted to nothing more than a
reiteration, for the record, of Panama's historic claims over
this issue. It is of interest to note, however, that on at least
one occasion after the Panamanian protest the United
States representative on this Special Committee did omit
the Canal Zone from a list of "non-self governing" terri-
tories, which he submitted as part of a proposed "worldng
paper,"37 Whether this is to be construed as a quiet ac-
ceptance by the United States of Panamanian sovereignty